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By Lauren Corso

   Since 1996 Lane Tech has dominated 
on the diamond in girls  ̓ softball, winning 
the city championship all of those years 
except for 2001 and 2006 under then 
head coach Howard Newman. Winning 
the city title has become an expectation, 
and after a heartbreaking loss two years 
ago against Taft the Indians have strived 
for nothing less than city dominance.  
   Lane is back this year with more to 
prove than ever; knowing that fulfilling 
expectations within the city is not good 
enough, but for the season to be a success 
they must win respect from outside 
the conference. With new head coach 
George Stavrakas leading the squad, the 
team looks ahead to a tough schedule 
packed with suburban powerhouses, and 
an outside chance at a run downstate. 

   With returning leaders like third baseman/
catcher Daniela Torres, Div. 881, and first 
baseman Rebecca Cavanaugh, Div. 879, 
Lane looks to have a solid team on both 
offense and defense. There are 13 returning 
players and Coach Stavrakas made it clear 
that he thinks this yearʼs team is one of the 
best in a long time. Along with powerful 
hitting and a strong infield, Lane also 
benefits on the mound with three talented 
pitchers. Although they may be young, two 
sophomores (Jackie Manrique, Div. 021, 
and Sam Nikolich, Div. 025), and one junior 
(Jazzy Comacho, Div. 177), the team believes 
having three pitchers as opposed to the usual 
one or two will greatly play in their favor. 
   “Defense is going to be the key. 
Our defense is something that carried 
us last year and it should be what 
carries us this year,” said Stavrakas. 
   “Last year we started off kind of slow 
and we started to pick up the pace 
toward the end of the year and we started 
winning, so I think this year we just 
carried it over and are starting right where 
we left off,” said Torres, team captain. 
   Although winning a city championship 
would definitely be a great accomplishment 
for Lane, Stavrakas also thinks 
that playing so much against CPS 
competition could work against them. 

   “One of our biggest problems is when 
we play these city teams weʼre usually 
facing pitchers that donʼt throw very 
hard, and sure weʼre able to hit that 
stuff, said Stavrakas. “But the next day 
weʼll play a team like Loyola, and it 
takes a while for us to get adjusted.” 
   The teams Lane can expect to see in 
sectionals are extremely competitive and 
more used to the faster paced playing style, 
which is why Lane has scheduled about 20 
games against suburban schools this season. 
   “With the city weʼre expected to win 
because weʼre set at a higher standard, but 
weʼre lower than all the suburban teams 
we play,” said Cavanaugh. “So when we 
come out and beat the suburban teams, 
thatʼs when people start noticing us.” 
   “Iʼm happy winning a city 
championship, but the big goal for us is 
to beat all these suburban powerhouses 
and go downstate,” said Stavrakas. 

   Stavrakas also mentioned that 
the only way to really prepare 
for the competition outside 
the city is to do so mentally.  
   “We stress that our problem 
when we lose is not necessarily 
just not playing well, but itʼs 
that we become mentally weak, 
and Iʼll be the first one to get on 
them about that,” said Stavrakas. 
   “Our mentality as coaches 
is pretty simple, we have this 
fight in us…and we really 
make these girls fight and do 
everything they can to win,” 
said Stavrakas. “We donʼt care 

how it gets done, just get it done.” 
   This season the team looks forward 
to pushing their way to state contention 
and are preparing for some heated 
rematches, one being against Resurrection, 
who knocked them out of state 
sectionals last year with a 5-4 victory. 
   “With Resurrection weʼre looking for 
revenge because they beat us and knocked 
us out of state, but they havenʼt scheduled 
us this year for some reason,” said Torres. 
“So thatʼs been our motivation the whole 
year is to beat everyone we can in order to 
get to them, and then take it a step further 
and beat whoever comes after them.” 
   Aside from Resurrection, Lane has plenty 
of tough competition to face this year in 
the regular season before they can think 
about the state championships, but the team 
appears to be focused and playing well. 
   So far this season the Softball 
Team holds an impressive 10-
1 record, and is 5-0 in conference.  
   And as far as respect as a leading team, 
Lane knows it need to be earned, and 
they look to gain even more this year. 
   “Weʼre still not getting that respect 
from other teams because weʼre just “a 
city school”, but for us we take that as a 
positive and as a chip on our shoulder,” said 
Stavrakas.

Girls’ Softball looking 
strong again this year
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The Girls’ Softball Team gathers round 
Coach Stavrakas as he gives instructions.

By Marian Sonsyadek.

   The Boys  ̓ Track Team 
at Lane just finished the 
indoor season and began the 
outdoor season about two 
weeks ago.
   “Ultimately, our goal right 
now is to defend the City 
title and score more points 
than last year,” said Coach 
Roof.
   The Boys  ̓ Track Team 
recently took third at the 
Hinsdale South relays and 
set a meet record in the 
400x100 relays with a time 
of 43.9 seconds.
   “As far as the team goes,” 
said Coach Roof, “we have 
good senior captains and a 
talented junior class.” 
   The top hurdlers on the 

team are Tory McAlister, 
Div. 870, followed by Chris 
Blackman, Div. 871. The 
Team s̓ best distance runner 
is Gerardo Gonzalez, Div. 
871, and in mid-distance it is 
Irving Albarran, Div. 858.
   “I worked harder this half 
season than before and Iʼm 
starting to see results,” said 
Gonzalez.
   “During indoor season,” 
said McAlister. “I managed 
to get top eight in long jump 
and the fastest time in [the 
300 meter high] hurdles of 
70.6 [seconds].”
   Despite accomplishments 
of team members, some 
think that things are off to a 
rocky start as a consequence 
of the indoor season. During 
indoor season the team 

practices inside the school 
on the stairs, this
training is rough on the legs 
and can sometimes result in 
injuries.
   “The injuries arenʼt that 
bad,” said Gonzalez. “When 
the outdoor season starts it 
only takes awhile for these 
things to heal.”
   Now that the outdoor 
season has started there is a 
meet every week leading up 
to City on May 3.
   “[Weʼre] definitely looking 
forward to City,” said 
McAlister. “I mean, who 
isnʼt?”
   The Boys  ̓ Track Team 
holds the title of two time 
defending City champions 
and is working hard to make 
it three in a row.

Track Team looks to win 
City for third straight year

By Ana Barrientos

   The Varsity Girls  ̓Soccer Team started this 
season with a new mind-set, a new coach, 
Mr. Wasielewski, and many new players. 
Off to a record of six wins, two losses, and 
one tie (6-2-1), it looks like this will be a far 
more successful season than last year when 
they finished with a record of 4-12-2.
   “The team s̓ biggest challenge [last season] 
was working together, and they lacked team 
unity,” said Coach Wasielewski.
   He sees this as the team s̓ biggest challenge 
once again this year, especially because the 
team is composed of players from every 
grade level.
   Wasielewski is trying to help the team 
improve this season by making practices as 
organized and efficient as possible.
   “My personal goal is to out-coach every 
coach in the city,” he said.
   According to the coach, the technical 
strengths of the team this season are 

maintaining possession by controlling the 
ball, forcing opponents to put in a lot of 
effort on defense. If the team has a weakness 
it s̓ the ability to score goals.
   According to Wasielewski, this year s̓ 
players are very motivated. In particular, 
he complimented the great leadership skills 
and work ethic of team captain Daniela 
Villagomes, Div. 870, who plays sweeper 
and has been on the varsity squad for two 
years.
   The leading scorer so far for this year s̓ 
team is Gaberiela Loera, Div. 028, who has 
eight goals in nine games.
   The team s̓ goals this season are to 
win Conference, City, and the Regional 
Championships.
   “I think it is very realistic to reach these 
goal because we are better, more united, get 
along, and have excellent managers,” said 
Wasielewski.
   “If we stay together, we will win together,” 
said defender Samantha Ortega, Div. 852.

Girls’ Soccer kicking again




